The role of community nurses in providing a seamless patient pathway.
Every day, community nursing teams deliver evidence-based practice and use their expertise to oversee complex care pathways. However, much of the valuable work community nurses undertake remains invisible or tacit as practitioners concentrate on managing their patients' needs rather than raising the profile of the service they offer. This case study demonstrates the crucial role a community nursing team played in coordinating services, risk management and delivering evidence-based care. This enabled an individual to heal his problematic abdominal wound and quickly regain his former quality of life. When community nursing teams apply their experience and clinical expertise, they can facilitate dramatic improvements in patients' health and recovery times. Nursing teams need to highlight and promote the valuable role they play in care pathways to the commissioners of community services. Patients can then continue to be supported by professionals with the experience and skills to assist them in managing complex clinical situations.